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ü Old format Jallikattu - report - 2007  

 (Very first & only report submitted to Supreme Court, based on 

which and based on the solid facts presented by AWBI and Mr. 

A.Nagaraja (petitioner & father of the jallikattu  victim) the very first 

jallikattu ban order in July 2007 was issued by the SC, later the event 

was allowed in Jan 2008 based on the petition by TN Govt.  

Based on this report for the very first time in the history of Jallikattu, 

rules for conducting the events were framed in Jan 2008 by the SC) 

 

ü New format Jallikattu- report - 2012 (after implementing 

the Supreme Court Jan 2008 rules)  

(This report played a critical role in getting the 2014 SC all India bull 

events ban judgment) 
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Introduction  

Jallikattu is a bull-taming event that is done in the state of Tamil Nadu, India. This report analyzes various 

dimensions & crucial problems impacting humans & animals due to this event. 

Four forms of Jallikattu  

Vaadi: (current format after 2008 Supreme Court rules were implemented) 

In this type the bulls are forcefully pushed into an arena ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƴ ŜƴǘǊȅ ƎŀǘŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά±ŀŀŘƛ ±ŀŀǎŀƭέ 

Several tamers will be jumping on the bull to hold its hump. If a tamer can ƘƻƭŘ ŀ ōǳƭƭΩǎ ƘǳƳǇ ŦƻǊ ŀ 

specified distance (when the bull runs), then he is declared a winner.  

Manjuvirattu  (Rules are NOT followed in this type): 

In this type, the bull is let loose in an open space (or) in a designated running path. There is NO entry gate, 

NO designated tamers, and NO barricades that separate the public from tamers. People standing on the 

venue (or) both sides of the designated path will scream and try to attack the bull with their hands. The 

primary purpose of this type of event is to harass the bull. This format is very dangerous to people and 

bulls. In Karnataka & Andhra border districts (Vellore, Tirupattur, Krishnagiri, Thiruvanamalai) in many 

venues, this event is done by attaching some kind of tall decorative materials to the horns of the bulls. 

Vadam: (means rope in Tamil) 

In this type of Jallikattu, the bull is tied in the centre of the ground with a big rope on its neck, so that it 

ŎŀƴΩǘ ƳƻǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ мр Ŧǘ ǊŀŘƛǳǎΦ Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƛǊŎǳƭŀǊ ŀǊŜƴŀΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǊŜƴŀ ƛǎ ƻŦ 

20 feet ǊŀŘƛǳǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƎǳŀǊŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ōarricades tied closely in a circular way. 

There will be several tamers trying to tame the bull within a specified time. The audience are seated 

behind the barricades. The contestants go near the bull to catch it. When the bull chases them they utilise 

the safety space of 5 ft where the bull cannot reach. The tamers move in different directions around the 

bull so that the animal gets confused and becomes restless. This method is used by the tamers to tame it. 

This type of jallikattu is not widely done. 

 
Eruthu vidum vila (vizha) (Bull Race) (Rules are NOT followed in this type): 

In this method, no one catches the bull but people scream and hit the bull with their hands. The terrified 

bull is made to run for its life. The fastest-running bull is declared the winner. This type is widely done in 

Andhra and Karnataka border districts Krishnagiri, Vellore, Thirupattur etc. 

Cruel methods used by the bull owners to make the bull  run aggressively 

¶ Slashing the bull with knives. 

¶ Twisting the bullΩǎ ǘŀƛƭ 

¶ Kicking it with the foot 

¶ Attacking the bull with a wooden log /  stick 
 

The below activities existed before SC rules for conducting the events were implemented in Jan 2008 

¶ The bull is force-fed with liquor  

¶ Eye irritants (chilli powder, lemon extract etc.) are poured into the bull's eyes. 
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Old format jallikattu (before 2008 SC rules to conduct the event) 

 

 

In the old format, even the general public can tame a bull. There are no identified tamers. 

There are NO barricades separating the tamers and the public.                                                        

A single bull has to face a minimum of 1 lakh people. 
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A close observation of the above image shot at a Jallikattu event (before SC 2008 rules) clearly 

shows the following:   

At a single point of time: 

¶ A huge crowd pulls the neck of the bull with a rope towards the front direction. The 

sudden pull with huge force cuts the throat of the bull. 

¶ Its tail is twisted and pulled harshly towards the left direction. 

¶ Both its hind legs are lifted and pulled towards back direction to immobilize the animal. 

¶ A group of people jump on its hump. To get a grip on the running animal people use their 

ǎƘŀǊǇ ŦƛƴƎŜǊ ƴŀƛƭǎ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǳƭƭ ǊŜǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ōǊǳƛǎŜǎ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƛƳŀƭΩǎ 

body 

¶ Another group pulls its horn. People attack the animal with non stop blows 

Can an animal be subjected to more cruelty than this? 

The animal suffers with extreme pain because at a single point of time its body, limbs, tail and 
horn are pulled in multiple directions, scratched with nails and thrashed to the ground by the 
huge angry mob. 
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Jallikattu CULT ï What is it? 

Jallikattu is a CULT that was developed by politicians and Tamil media (run by the political parties (or) 

supporting political parties) to brainwash people & gain their vote bank. 

An artificial image of jallikattu is repeatedly and strongly portrayed by all the political parties, Tamil media, 

& people who support jallikattu. The following are their fake propaganda 

¶ It is Tamil culture & tradition 

¶ We are doing this to preserve the native breeds of cattle 

¶ We take care of the bulls like our children. 

¶ Foreign business entities are trying to make our native cattle extinct 

¶ We follow the rules perfectly, for conducting the events. 

This cult is so strong that no one dares to speak against Jallikattu. Anyone who dares to 

speak against jallikattu is branded as Anti-Tamil.  

Apart from that, people speaking about banning jallikattu are threatened, stones are hurled at their 

homes, abused on social media using vulgar words etc.  

This report focuses on the following topics to prove that all the above are fake 

statements that are repeatedly told to brainwash the general public. 

¶ It is NOT Tamil tradition & culture 

¶ Tamil Pride reduced to meagre animal abuse and killing innocent people 

¶ Preserving native breed has NO connection with Jallikattu 

¶ Tamil Nadu farmers prefer foreign-breed cattle. 

¶ Government cattle semen banks preserve foreign-breed semen in major quantities 

¶ Government cattle breeding farms promote foreign breed and foreign cross-bred 

cattle. 

¶ .ŀƴƪǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ƭƻŀƴǎ ǘƻ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ-breed bulls 

¶ It is politically motivated & commercialised 

¶ A drastic increase in COVID ŘŜŀǘƘǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴǎΩ ǾƻǘŜ ōŀƴƪ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎΦ 

¶ It is a huge business done to benefit a few vested interests and politicians. 

¶ Rules are never adhered to  

¶ No foreign business entities are involved in this 
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Reality of Jallikattu  

 

  

Jallikattu is barbaric, sadistic, uncontrollable, does not follow any rules, and 

does not reflect real Tamil culture and tradition due to the following 

reasons. 

1.) Bulls are: 

Abused, harassed, tortured, forced to participate, mutilated, brutally injured 

and killed 

2.) Innocent spectators are: 

Not provided safety, seriously injured  & killed 

3.) The rules are: 

Blatantly violated in every event (refer to the Jallikattu rules 2017  published 

by Tamil Nadu govt. and Guidelines by Animal Welfare Board of India (central 

govt body) in the appendix.) 

 

4.) Due to political pressure: 

The state govt. officials & government pleaders have been presenting fake 

information in reports & in court affidavits. 

 

5.) The events are conducted by: 

Selfish politicians, for their vote bank politics 

6.) Protests were provoked using fake Tamil pride and valour by: 

Selfish politicians and their Tamil media houses, for their vote bank politics 

7.) The events are: 

Marred by corruption 

 

8.) Dalits are: 

Ignored, prevented and violently attacked 

To prove points 1 to 4 sample images are kept on the following sections. More images 

can be seen in the following reports by the foundation 

¶ Jallikattu reports ς Year 2007 & 2012 

Proof of points 5 to 8 are there in the following sections of this report 
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Animal welfare assessment using the Five Freedoms 

Before anyone attempts to use any animal for any human-centric activities (Ex: jallikattu), they must 

thoroughly understand the scientific facts related to animals in biological, physiological, ethological, 

sociological and psychological aspects.  

Using animals without understanding these facts (or) without having proper knowledge (or) without doing a 

deep study in these animal sciences will lead to miserable cruelty to animals in all these aspects. 

AƴƛƳŀƭǎΩ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜ ƛǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ŦƛǾŜ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳǎ: 

1. Freedom from thirst and hunger  
2. Freedom from discomfort  
3. Freedom from pain, injury, and disease  
4. Freedom to express normal behaviour  
5. Freedom from fear and distress 

The facts presented in this book are also based on the above principles.  

The above are only fundamental welfare criteria. These can be further enhanced to achieve higher levels 

of physical and psychological well-being.  

Bulls, by nature, are animals of prey. This fear of prey animals is misused by the tamers (who play the role 

of hunters) to intimidate the bull in Jallikattu 

Jallikattu miserably fails in all the above 5 freedoms. 

Violation of laws & constitution in jallikattu  

Violation of various laws and sections of the Constitution that protects people (including Article 21 of the 

Constitution, IPC section 299 ς Culpable homicide; IPC section 300 ς Murder) 

Following laws & constitutional sections related to the protection of animals are violated: 

# The Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 

# Article 21 of the Constitution (Protection of life and personal liberty) 

# Article 51A (g) of the Constitution 

Fundamental duties  

It shall be the duty of every citizen of India to protect and improve the natural environment including 

forests, lakes, rivers and wildlife, and to have compassion for living creatures 

 

 

 
SC Judgement - !ǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ !ǊǘƛŎƭŜ нм ǘƻ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿǎ ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
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Excerpts from the Honourable SC final judgement (May 2014, Nagaraja, AWBI) on the 

application of Article 21 of the Constitution, to animals 

 

 

 

 

 

RIGHT TO LIFE: 

Para 62 (in the judgement): Every species has a right to life and security, subject to the law 

of the land, which includes depriving its life, out of human necessity. Article 21 of the 

Constitution, while safeguarding the rights of humans, protects life and the word life has 

been given an expanded definition and any disturbance from the basic environment which 

includes all forms of life, including animal life, which are necessary for human life, fall within 

the meaning of Article 21 of the Constitution.  

So far as animals are concerned, in our view, life means something more than mere survival 

or existence or instrumental value for human-beings, but to lead a life with some intrinsic 

worth, honour and dignity. Animals well-being and welfare have been statutorily recognised 

under Sections 3 and 11 of the PCA Act and the rights framed under the Act. Right to live in 

a healthy and clean atmosphere and right to get protection from human beings against 

inflicting unnecessary pain or suffering is a right guaranteed to the animals under Sections 3 

and 11 of the PCA Act read with Article 51A(g) of the Constitution.  

Right to get food, shelter is also a guaranteed right under Sections 3 and 11 of the PCA Act 

and the Rules framed thereunder, especially when they are domesticated. Right to dignity 

and fair treatment is, therefore, not confined to human beings alone, but to animals as well. 

Right, not to be beaten, kicked, over-ridder, over-loading is also a right recognized by Section 

11 read with Section 3 of the PCA Act. Animals have also a right against human beings not 

to be tortured and against the infliction of unnecessary pain or suffering.  

Penalty for violation of those rights are insignificant since laws are made by humans. 

Punishment prescribed in Section 11(1) is not commensurate with the gravity of the offence, 

hence being violated with impunity defeating the very object and purpose of the Act, hence 

the necessity of taking disciplinary action against those officers who fail to discharge their 

duties to safeguard the statutory rights of animals under the PCA Act. 

!ǊǘƛŎƭŜ нм ƛƴ ¢ƘŜ /ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀ мфпф 

tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƭƛōŜǊǘȅ  

bƻ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ŘŜǇǊƛǾŜŘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜ ƻǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƭƛōŜǊǘȅ 

ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ ƭŀǿ 
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History of the jallikattu court case and Tamil Nadu jallikattu amendment law 

Original Jallikattu format (before Jan 2008):  

Jallikattu (bull taming) is a highly unorganised barbaric event practised in the state of Tamil Nadu 

camouflaged in the name of culture, Tamil pride and sport of valour (refer to photos in 2007 report). 

The events involve a huge un-imaginable crowd of spectators, bull owners and tamers. 

¢ƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άŦŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǳƭƭέΦ ¢ƘŜ ōǳƭƭ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǇǊŜȅ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ƛǎ ǘŜǊǊƛŦƛŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

insane mob trying to catch it, attack it, jump on it and push it to the ground. 

4ÈÅ ȰÂÁÎ ÊÁÌÌÉËÁÔÔÕ ÃÁÓÅȱ ×ÁÓ ÓÔÁÒÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÖÉÃÔÉÍȭÓ ÆÁÔÈÅÒȡ 

A brilliant fine arts college student (Marimuthu; about 18 yrs old) went to see the Alanganallur jallikattu 

(Madurai district) and sketch a painting of the event in the year 2004. He had won several prizes and 

accolades for his artistic talent.   

He was gored to death by a terrified bull that ran for its life to escape from the crowd and tamers. The 

primary reason for his death was serious injuries and several hours of delay in taking him to the hospital. 

¢ƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƛƳΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ is Nagaraja (he is not alive now). He filed a PIL in the Madurai bench of the 

Madras High Court, to totally ban Jallikattu.  

The total ban by Madras High Court (Madurai Bench)  Justice Banumathi  

In another case seeking permission to conduct a rekla race (bullock cart race) by a person  Mr. 

Muniasamythevar, Honourable Justice Banumathi gave an order to totally ban all kinds of bull events 

(Jallikattu, Rekla Race, Manjuvirattu etc.) and implement the PCA Act on                29th-March-2006. 

On 9th-Mar-2007 this total ban was revoked by the quorum of Honorable                                                       

άJustice Dharma Rao Elipe  & Justice P.P.S. Janarthana Rajaέ at the Madurai bench of Madras High Court. 

Along with this case, the Nagaraja case was also clubbed. AWBI had requested a total ban on all bull events 

ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǎŜΦ [ŀǘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǎŜ ǿŀǎ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ !².LΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ нллт Wŀƭƭƛƪŀǘǘǳ 

report was presented in this case. This was the very first & only report presented to the High Court in 2007. 

The first  Supreme Court ban, based on the foundation ȭÓ 2007 report : 

¢ƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ нллт ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ ϧ ƻƴƭȅ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ {/ ƛƴ нллтΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ǿŀǎ ƘŜŀǊŘ 

by Honorable Chief Justice K.G. Balakrishnan, Justice Tarun Chatterjee and Justice R.V. Raveendran. 

Considering the enormous animal cruelty involved in Jallikattu and the large number of innocent people 

killed at the events, Jallikattu was totally banned in 2007 July by the Honourable Supreme Court, based on 

ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΦ  

Jallikattu with rules (from Jan 2008)  

In 2008 January based on the petition given by the Tamil Nadu government the event was allowed again by 

SC, but with very stringent rules. These stringent rules made major changes in the way the event was 

conducted (compare photos of 2007 & 2012 reports to know the difference).  

Unfortunately, the state government and the organising committees (in villages) failed to comply with the 

SC rules in the majority of the instances and failed to provide safety to the public and bulls. 
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Tamil Nadu Regulation of Jallikattu Act 2009  (TNRJA) 
Tamil Nadu assembly passed this law to regulate the jallikattu, unfortunately, in this ACT, there is not a 
single word about the welfare of the bulls ϧ ŎƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎΩ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΦ 

Ministry of Environment & Forests  bull ban notification ( July 2011)  

MoEF (Minister Mr. Jairam Ramesh, Congress) issued a notification on 11th July 2011 saying bulls cannot be 

used as performing animals. After a few years, for gaining political mileage, this notification was revoked 

by the ruling BJP on 8th Jan 2016. SC stayed this notification. 

SC final judgement banning all cattle events  permanently  (May 2014) : 

On seeing the violations regularly happening and the deaths of humans and bulls, the Supreme Court 

(Honorable Judges K.S. Radhakrishnan & Pinaki Chandra Ghose) upheld the rights of animals in its 

landmark final judgement delivered in the Nagaraja, AWBI case in May 2014.  

The judgment is very critical and important and it gives an elaborate explanation of the rights of animals, 

compassion towards animals, the Prevention of the Cruelty to Animals Act and the sections in the 

constitution that talks about compassion and protection of animals. 

After the judgement, the event did not happen for two years (in 2015 & 16) 

This landmark judgment is used as a reference in several other animal rights & welfare cases all over India. 

With perseverance, AWBI did a highly commendable & appreciable job in this whole case despite 

enormous pressure.  SC also scrapped the TNRJA Act thru this judgment. 

TV channels kickstarted the jallikattu debate after 2 years gap : 

Till 31st Dec 2016, Tamil TV Channels (mostly run by various political parties (or) biased towards a party) 

were debating about the impact of demonetization. Suddenly from 1st Jan 2017, they started continual 

broadcasts, trying to blame the Supreme Court for not allowing the event and telecasted several 

provocating interviews, talk shows and debates in support of Jallikattu. 

TV channels were the root cause for provoking the protest : 

The TV channels (run by political parties (or) that support a party) repeatedly broadcast that jallikattu is 

Tamil Pride and Tamil sport of valour. On seeing these provocating videos, shows and interviews on TVs 

that were broadcast almost every day, a group of college students without having any idea about the 

content of the Supreme Court verdict, critical problems involved in jallikattu, animal cruelty, violations of 

law, violation of the constitution and the appalling living condition of the families who lost their 

breadwinner in jallikattu etc. started a small protest in Marina Beach in Chennai. This protest spread to 

various parts of the state immediately, due to the continuous promotion given to the protest by various TV 

channels. 

Mob Effect: 

More than 95% of the people who participated in the protest, had never seen a live jallikattu (as Jallikattu, 

originally, was conducted in very few southern states). In psychological terms, their participation was more 

of a mob effect without understanding ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΩ ōŀǎƛŎǎΦ 

Movie ÁÃÔÏÒÓȭ played an important role in promoting jallikattu:  

On seeing the mob effect even movie actors joined the protest. They conducted a separate full-day event 

to display their protest. Some of them even joined the mob in Marina beach. They gave pro jallikattu 

interviews on TV. Created video songs. One of the actors who was very active in the protest said a shocking 
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statement that he has never seen a live jallikattu, which indicates that without knowing even the basics of 

the problem, so many celebrities had provoked the protest. This provocation further led to the mob frenzy. 

Gaining political mileage out of the Jalikattu protest : 

In 2017 Jan, the then temporary Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu Mr.O.Panneerselvam (elected temporarily 

after the death of the then CM Ms. J. Jayalalitha) did not take any initiatives to control the protest. There 

was not a single arrest. The only action done was: the police force was used to remove a small group of 

people who were protesting in Marina beach (Chennai) even after the law was amended on 31st Jan 2017.          

Mr. O.Paneerselvam wanted to gain political mileage using this Jallikattu protest and also wanted to 

ŎƛǊŎǳƳǾŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘΩǎ aŀȅ нлмп Ŧƛƴŀƭ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘΦ  IŜ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ Wŀƭƭƛƪŀǘǘǳ .ƛƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƳƛƭ bŀŘǳ 

!ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ǘƻ ŀƳŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ άtǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ǊǳŜƭǘȅ ǘƻ !ƴƛƳŀƭǎ !Ŏǘέ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ƻŦ WŀƭƭƛƪŀǘǘǳΦ 

Jallikattu bill passed in assembly with 100% votes in favour:  

The bill was unanimously voted in favour of jallikattu, by 100% of the MLAs, from all the parties, as each 

party wanted to gain political mileage out of Jallikattu. 

A bill became a law in just 7 days:  

In a shocking development of incidents, first time in the history of India a bill that was passed in the TN 

assembly on 23rd Jan 2017, became law in just 7 days  (Published in Gazette on 31st Jan 2017). 

Political parties were doing this to gain political mileage and attract the vote bank, but the urgency shown 

by the then Governor of the state (Mr. Vidyasagar Rao ) and the then President of India (Mr. Pranab 

Mukherjee) in approving the bill that promotes a barbaric event, killing several people, bulls and violates 

the Supreme Court judgement is shocking. 

The event continues to happen from Feb 2017 to till date (Nov 2022) for the past 6 years. 

Karnataka & Maharashtra copied Tamil Nadu:  

On seeing Tamil NaduΩǎ political game of amending the law, Karnataka amended the PCA Act in the same 

year (2017) to allow the barbaric Kambala (buffalo race in the wet agricultural field) and Maharashtra 

amended the law to conduct the Rekla race (bullock cart race). 

In 2019, even Punjab tried to amend the law for conducting bullock-cart races at Kila Raipur village, but 

later it withdrew the bill. 

Event sponsored by politicians in several new districts:  

The event which was originally conducted in very few districts, after the amendment to the law in 2017, 

was promoted by politicians in several new districts. Politicians sponsor and promote the events with huge 

ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǊƪŜǘƛƴƎ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴǎΩ ƴŀƳŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ in the loudspeakers at 

the venue non-stop. Several banners, hoardings and posters are kept at the venue promoting the 

politicians.  

The drastic  rise in COVID cases & deaths during Jallikattu season  2021 : 

Because of this selfish attitude of the politicians, in 2021 when the whole country was in lockdown due to 

the deadly Delta variant of Coronavirus, the Tamil Nadu government opened the gates for Jallikattu 

without bothering about the precious life of the people. Apart from risking people's lives in Tamil Nadu, 

the then-ruling ADMK party risked the lives of people in other states and globally (infection spreading 

through travel) 
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This COVID variant (Delta) was deadly because it attacked the lungs and caused respiratory failure. The 

patients needed Oxygen cylinders to survive. 

During this 2nd wave of the pandemic, several lakh people died in various parts of the country (refer to the 

data in another section of this report) 

Ignoring all the above facts, the government went in full swing to conduct jallikattu. The impact of this can 

be seen in the drastic rise of COVID cases and deaths during May 2021, the jallikattu season 

Tamil Pride reduced to meagre animal abuse and killing innocent people  

Irresponsible politicians and TV media promoted Jallikattu to such an extent that they built a very strong 

CULT around it. 

This cult is so strong that no one dares to speak against Jallikattu. Anyone who dares to speak against 

jallikattu is branded as Anti-Tamil.  

Apart from that people speaking about banning jallikattu are threatened, stones are hurled at their homes, 

abused on social media using vulgar words etc. There is a case in which a person, due to death threats, 

permanently shifted out of Chennai and moved to Mumbai. 

What is real Tamil tradition , culture and pride : 

Please refer to the other section in this report  

Jallikattu is done for entertainment:  

From the facts presented in this report, it is evident that jallikattu is done, purely for human entertainment 

and does not have any significance in any dimension. 

80% of the people killed are spectators  and innocent public walking on streets :                                                                                        

Several human and bull deaths are happening every year. From the data presented in this report, it is 

evident that 80% of the killed people are spectators innocent public walking on streets. This indicates that 

there are serious lapses in safety arrangements for people and bulls. 

.Ï ÒÅÌÉÅÆ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÖÉÃÔÉÍȭÓ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÅÓȡ 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ŎƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƛƳΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ όƻǊύ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴǎ όƻǊύ ǘƘŜ 

movie stars who promoted the event. The foundation travelled to several interior villages of south Tamil 

bŀŘǳ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎΩ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ below the poverty line.  

The widows (of the victims) are struggling to manage their day-to-day basics such as food, clothing and 

shelter, along with their children. Their living conditions are horrible & appalling. 

Apart from the financial trauma, the psychological trauma the family undergoes after losing a very 

important member of the family, cannot be explained with words. 
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Section ï 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Section ς 2 
 

Innocent people & bulls are killed 
for political gains 
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Innocent people & bulls are killed for political gains:  

 

After the amendment of the άPrevention of Cruelty to Animals Actέ in 

Tamil Nadu on 31st Jan 2017, 105 humans and 28 bulls were killed.  

80% of the killed humans are spectators & innocent public walking on 

streets. This clearly shows that politicians are making people 

scapegoats for their selfish vote bank politics. 

Please refer to Appendix-A to know the details about each kill 

  

The data here is collected from news reports.  

It is partial, as the deaths happening after a few days in the 

hospitals are not reported by newspapers, so the actual killed 

count is much higher 
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Section ï 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Section ς 3 
 

¶ What is real Tamil tradition & culture? 

¶ Tamil media hides and ignores the crucial 

problems & barbaric acts 

¶ Stages of cruelty in jallikattu 

¶ Photos of various critical problems 
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What is real Tamil tradition & culture ? 

The current cruel format of jallikattu had developed only in the past 80 to 

90 years and this barbaric event is propagated as Tamil culture, which is 

false. Classical Tamil literature has documented the original Tamil culture 

in many poems. Compassion towards animals, equal justice, 

environmental conservation, excellent governance that supports people, 

the ethics of a king, promoting various art forms, architecture etc. were 

part of core Tamil culture. We want to quote a few examples here to give 

an idea about the real Tamil culture. Incidents from the lives of the Tamil 

Kings Paari & Manu Needhi Choolan and Life long service by Saint Vallalar 

for promoting compassion are discussed here. 

King Manu Needhi Cholan  (235 BC- 161 BC) 

In his kingdom, fair justice was of the highest importance. One day his son 

ran his chariot over a calf. On seeing the cow's plight, which lost the calf, 

the king killed his son by running the chariot over him. The king did this to 

give justice to the cow and to feel the same pain as that of the cow. 

In Thiruvarur (capital of the kingdom) temple a sculpture depicting this incident was constructed about 

12,000 years before. This incident was documented in Tamil classical works of literature Silapathigaram 

(5th/ 6th century AD) and Periapuranam (1133-1150 AD) 

¢ƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ name has since then been used as a metaphor for fairness and justice in Tamil literature. 

A statue of the king and a sculpture depicting this incident are kept on the Madras High Court Campus. 

 

 

Statue of the Chola king at 

the Madras High Court 

Thiruvarur temple: 9th century AD sculptures 

depicting the justice given by the Chola king 
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King Paari (Vel Paari) 

King Paari was a core environmentalist. tņǊƛϥǎ ŦŀƳŜ (environmental affinity) is described in Tamil Sangam 

literature as άOne who gave his chariot to a climber plantέ. He was so moved that he gave away his chariot 

to a climber plant when he saw that it was struggling to grow without suitable support. 

 

 

Saint Vallalar (1823 ς 1874) 

Compassion towards animals was one of the core principles of the saint. Some of his teachings are: 

# Inspired by the Thirukural (the epitome of Tamil literature), he taught compassion & non-violence to the 

masses 

# Service to Living Beings is the path of Liberation / Moksha 

І Iƛǎ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǊȅ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ  ά¢ƘŜ aŀƴǳƳǳǊŀƛ YŀƴŘŀ ±ņǎŀƎŀƳέΣ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ King Manu Needhi 

Cholan and Jeeva Karunya Ozhukkam, a work emphasizing compassion towards all sentient forms. 

 

Politicians and Tamil media never propagate real Tamil culture 

As the politicians and the politically influenced Tamil media focused fully on developing the Jallikattu CULT, 

they had never thought about or propagated the real Tamil legends, culture, and tradition and how to 

adopt them in the present. 

 

To divert the people from real-life public administration problems this CULT is used. 

A statue depicting the incident ŦǊƻƳ YƛƴƎ tŀŀǊƛΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ 
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Tamil media hides and ignores the crucial problems & barbaric acts  

Critical problems, barbaric & sadistic acts, risk to 

human & bulls lives displayed as pictures in the 

following pages were never written, discussed (or) 

broadcast by Tamil media (either run by political 

parties (or) biased towards specific political 

parties). 

Very few neutral media are also never bothered to 

publish/broadcast these highly critical problems. 

On the other hand, these irresponsible Tamil 

media houses, in Jan 2017, repeatedly broadcast 

programmes blaming ǘƘŜ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘΩǎ нлмп 

judgement banning jallikattu, provoked the 

Jallikattu protest and kindled the protest to grow 

like a wildfire, which was purely vote bank 

politics. 

Tamil people all over the world believed that this 

ŦŀƪŜ ά¢ŀƳƛƭ tǊƛŘŜ & Valourέ ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀƴŘŀ by the 

Tamil media was true and aggressively protested. 

{ŀƳǇƭŜ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ƛǊǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜΣ ōŀǊōŀǊƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǎŀŘƛǎǘƛŎ ŀŎǘǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿΧΧΧΧΧΧ 

¢ƻ ǎŜŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǳŎƘ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ŘŀǘŜŘ  нллт ϧ нлмн 
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Stages of cruelty in jallikattu 

This format displayed on 

the right is NOT applicable 

to the Manjuvirattu form 

of jallikattu.  

In Manjuvirattu there is 

NO narrow entry gate   

(Vadi vaasal), NO arena, 

NO designated tamers, 

NO barricades. 

The bulls are let loose in 

the narrow streets / any 

open area and attacked 

by hundreds of public 

with hands 

QUEUE CRUELTY 

In large-scale events (done by 

politicians to show off), 

hundreds of bulls are squeezed 

in this queue for 12 to 16 hours.  

They are dumped inside the 

queue the previous day night. 

This entire duration their nose 

rope is tightly held by the bull 

owner causing bleeding injuries. 

The bull owners come out of the 

queue by taking turns with the 

substitutes and take rest, but 

the bull suffers in terrible pain 

for this entire duration. 

Due to this horrifying pain all 

the bulls urinate and defecate 

(loose stools) frequently. 
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Photos: Stage 1 & 2 cruelty  

Photos 

Stage 1 of cruelty: Bull Queue 

¶ Squeezing hundreds of bulls into the Queue 

without rest and fodder for 12 to 16 hours.  

 

¶ The nose ropes are harshly dragged during 

this entire waiting period, leading to severe 

pain & bleeding 

 

Stage 2 of cruelty: Entry Gate (Vaadi Vaasal) 

¶ Pulling the nose rope harshly leading to 

severe pain & bleeding. 

 

¶ Pushing the terrified bull into the arena by  

Attacking with a wooden log / stick 

Attacking with knife 

Kicking with foot 

Twisting the tail 
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Without any space, bulls are squeezed in such queues for 12 to 16 hours without rest & 

food in large events. Out of fear the bulls defecate and urinate frequently 

When an exhausted bull tries to move out of the queue, it is draged using multiple 

hard ropes poked in to the sensitive nose, which leads to severe pain and bleeding  
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Bulls are pulled into the arena 

with enormous force using a hard 

nose rope. 

The rope cuts the soft inner 

portions of the nose. 

Due to the sensitive areas in the 

nose, several bulls suffer from 

serious injuries, pain and 

bleeding. 

The bulls stand in the queue for 

12 to 16 hours without food or 

any medical treatment, while the 

bull owners take turns in shifting 

their team to stand in the queue 

and take rest outside the queue 

The state govt. veterinary team 

allows such injured bulls to be 

used for the event, which is a 

violation of the rules. 
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  Bull forcefully dragged into the arena 

All four legs of a terrified bull were tied and forcefully taken to the arena 
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Bulls are locked inside the entry gate and forced to go into the arena by 

attacking them with wooden logs / knife / kicking them with foot 

Harsh tail twisting by the owner, at the entry gate, to induce pain.  

Such twisting breaks the tail bone, leading to unberable pain to the bull 
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Out of fear, the bull lies down at the arena entry gate (Vaadi Vaasal in Tamil) 
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Photos - Stage 3 cruelty: Inside the arena  

Photos 

Stage 3 of cruelty: Inside the Arena 

¶ Ear cropping 

¶ Dozens of tamers jumping on a single bull 

¶ Head twisting 

¶ Thrashing the bull upside down 

¶ Hanging on the neck 

¶ Attacking with sticks 

Note: All the above are violations of rules, but 

still ignored by the organisers, police and 

govt. officials 
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  Mob of barbaric tamers hitting the bulls with sticks. Police are mute spectators 

The sadistic general public (tamers are in green uniform) enters the arena and attacks 

the bull. The police (on the top right) is a mute spectator of such violations 
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It is not one man vs. one bull ς Is this Tamil valour ?                                          

Holding any other body part (other than hump) is a violation of rules 

A dozen tamers twisting the head of a bull. Political parties sponsor T-Shirts to tamers 

to promote their party (DMK party T-shirt in above image)  
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Ear Cropping: 

There is a belief that, if the 

Ƨŀƭƭƛƪŀǘǘǳ ōǳƭƭǎΩ ŜŀǊǎ ŀǊŜ 

cropped then the bull can 

see 360 degrees and handle 

the tamers effectively. 

Due to this myth, the ears 

of bulls are cropped using 

instruments like blades 

without any anaesthesia.  

The bleeding area is then 

cauterized with a red hot 

iron rod. 

The bull suffers 

unimaginable pain for 

several days. 

Such bulls are also forced 

into the event violating the 

rules. 

Supreme Court final judgement (May 2014 - Nagaraja, AWBI case) 

Observation about the ear-cutting practice 
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.ǳƭƭΩǎ ƘƻǊƴ 

broken by 

the tamers 

due to 

brutal 

attack on 

the bull 

BullΩǎ head 

thrashed on the 

floor. 

Such actions 

lead to serious 

injuries to head, 

horns and eyes 
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Photo ï Fight among tamers 

 

 

Photos & news ï Bulls killing in jallikattu  

 

 

 

 

 

Bulls are killed in Jallikattu due to the following reasons 

In the Arena: 

ü Trying to escape, bulls hit the metal gate (or) very hard and rough palm tree 

wooden post (or) stone pillar at the arena entry. 

ü When the exit is completely blocked the bulls run in the reverse direction. 

ü In this complete chaos, bulls collide with each other and die 

Outside Arena ς After Exit: 

ü Bulls are taken to several new unfamiliar venues and villages, due to this after 

ǘƘŜ ōǳƭƭǎ ŜȄƛǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜƴŀΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ 

kilometres searching for its home. 

ü During this run for its life, public attack the bull with hands and scream loudly. 

ü In this chaos bulls fall into open wells, are hit by vehicles, are hit by train 

After the law was amended in 2017, 20 bulls were killed till Nov 2022 

Fight among tamers to decide the real winner. Such fights happen in several events 
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          15th February 2020 

 

As the exit area was blocked by a screaming mob of the public, a bull ran in the 

reverse direction and was hit another bull resulting in the death of a bull at the venue 

BEHIND WOODS NEWS 
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Running bulls hitting 

vehicles are one of 

the major reasons for 

bull killings 

Above:   

The animal 

ambulance which is 

supposed to save the 

life of animals has 

become a huge threat 

to the bulls, as it is 

parked in the middle 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǳƭƭǎΩ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ 

path. 

Left:   

A bull that hit a van 

at the venue died on 

the spot. 
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Confused, 

terrified 

Jallikattu 

bulls that 

run for their 

life in an 

unfamiliar 

village, end 

up being 

killed by 

trains 

A jallikattu bull hit by a speeding train and thrown on the platform 






















































































































































