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Introduction: 

After the ban on timber logging in the entire country, by Supreme Court in 

Dec. 1996 (Godhavarman case), about 1000 captive elephants (out of 

about 2000) used for timber logging in North-East states were sold to 

various parts of the country, primarily to South India 

 

Section 43 of the Wildlife Protection Act (amended in 2003) prohibits the 

commercial sale of Wild Animals (including elephants) but still, 

commercial sale of elephants continues violating the law 

 

Elephants are in high demand in three states of South India.  

That is Kerala, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu.  

 

The primary demand is from Kerala. It has the highest number (close to 

500 as of Feb. 2022) of smuggled elephants in South India  

 

The elephants are purchased by  

• Private people for commercial exploitation.  

• Temples (directly (or) with support from intermediate persons). 

 

This high demand promotes illegal capture of wild elephants, taming them 

using barbaric methods in North East states.  

 

These elephants are then sold to South India. 

 

Once a captive elephant dies in South India, a replacement for it is done 

by this illegal mode. 

 

This report captures details of these illegal operations by extracting 

information from research reports and news articles. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Image by Pro Kerala) 

 

 

 

 

 

Smuggled elephants from North East states kept for sale at 

Sonepur mela in Bihar 

 

Even though elephants’ sale at Sonepur mela is banned in recent years, illegal trade of 

elephants is happening in various other channels. 



CRUEL, GRUESOME TRANSPORT FROM NORTH-EAST STATES TO SOUTH INDIA 
 
Elephants, when they are smuggled, undergo the cruellest and the most gruesome transportation. The 
elephants are forced to travel between 3000 to 4000 kms. in open trucks in the scorching sun, without 
proper food, water, rest and veterinary care for several weeks.  
 

Elephants are not comfortable, travelling in trucks as they don’t have any grip to stand when the truck 
moves fast. 
 

More than 1000 animals had been mercilessly transported in this barbaric manner 
 

The travel includes crossing several check posts in several states and invariably bribing many officials to 
transport the animals illegally. 
 

For example, the travel distance from Tezu (Lohit district of Arunachal Pradesh) to Thrissur (in Kerala) is 
3316 kilometres. Lohit district is known for timber hauling using elephants and Thrissur has the maximum 
no of smuggled elephants. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Part - I  

Information about wild 

elephants’ illegal trade 

extracted  

from  

Research Reports 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Section 5.5. Gangs and network of elephant trafficking:  
Some of the businessmen of Bihar and UP settled in Assam have developed links 
with the local agents in Assam for facilitating the transfer of elephants. Some of 
the elephant smuggler groups are a dealer in coal, timber and auctioned 
vehicles. They engage locals to mediate with the elephant-owners and settle the 
negotiations for transactions after paying an advance.  
 
The official formalities of getting NOC, health certificate, DNA testing, 
transport permit etc. are done by the local agents with the help of the 
Government officials. The agents have developed close links with the officers 
dealing with the relevant jobs, which ensure the sale without any impediment.  
 
The businessmen are quite conversant with the transporters, the buyers in Bihar 
& UP and know how to evade or circumvent checks on the forest check posts at 
the Assam-WB border.  
 

Temples, religious organizations and political parties place their demand 
through messengers and sometimes directly through Government officials.  
 



 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part - II 

News Articles about 

illegal capture and 

trade of wild elephants  
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